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Greetings everyone, 

 

Well, June was certainly a month that flew by! Although, don’t they all seem like 

that? From baseball, to VBS, to worship in the park (inside edition), to Heritage 

Days, to the races, to the lake, to family trips, to camps, to whatever else there was, it 

was certainly a month. Oh, and the Annual Conference! How could I forget!  

 

I hope you all are taking some time to enjoy the season and spending time together 

doing things that truly matter. We will be talking about back to school before we 

know it! 

 

Just a little update on me. Other than feeling extremely blessed to serve as your 

pastor. I also am extremely blessed to travel to the Holy Land probably by the time 

you read this. I will be gone July 3-17. I will be staying in Jerusalem and 

participating in a short-term study program through JUC (Jerusalem University 

College) called “Jesus and His Times”. This is a program I was originally accepted to 

do in 2020 but COVID cancelled the program that year. I am grateful to have the 

opportunity again this year.  

The program is a two-week intense program that will take me around many of the 

places Jesus spent his ministry on earth. I can’t quite imagine what taking it all in 
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will actually be like. I have heard from others who have visited the Holy Land that 

you do not leave the same person you were when you arrived. 

 

I am looking forward to including all of you in my travels and experiences! Look for 

social media posts and videos while I am there. When I return, I plan to incorporate 

what I experienced into our sermons over the next couple of months. I truly hope the 

entire church body can take something away from my experience.  

 

Lastly, this will be the culmination of my seminary journey through Sioux Falls 

Seminary. I will have a couple final tests when I get back and then will have 

completed my course work for my Masters of Divinity degree that I have been 

pursuing since early 2019. 

 

I am very thankful again for what the Lord has laid in front of us as a church. 

Although we have some challenges in our future. It is a future full of light! We truly 

are a church full of caring, compassionate people that are doing what they are called 

to do. Time and time again you all have exemplified what it means to keep each 

other in prayer, keep the community and region in prayer while living out our spirit 

filled ideas.  

 

One example of this is the Meal Ministry’s expansion to Rosewood. Each month we 

get a couple phone calls from people thankful for the meal they received from the 

Meal Ministry team. Church, you are the hands and feet of Jesus and I am honored to 

serve alongside you. 

 

Oh, one more thing. Regarding my upcoming schedule. July 3rd worship will be at 

9am! This is so you can get your weekend kicked off early! (Kidding, but maybe an 

added benefit) The change is actually so I can make my 12:32 departure from Sioux 

Falls for Israel. I thank you for allowing me this slight schedule change. The pulpit 

will be filled by Joe Vander Zee on July 10 and our very own Jackie Austin on July 

17. I am looking forward to what the Lord has for us in the next three weeks of 

worship. 

 

Until next time, keep being who God has called you to be. You are unique and we 

are all needed to handle the tasks at hand in this life. I love and care about all of you. 

 

Peace, 

PT 



If you would like to be included in the 
Weekly Prayer Partner EMAIL 

which includes scripture readings, 
prayer requests, birthdays, and 

weekly reminders, please email or call 
the church; especially if you have not 
received these lately.  If you have 

email, but do not receive information 
from the church this way, please give 
your email address to the office.  We 

may not have it, and it’s important 
that we do going forward so you can 

stay updated. Thank you. 
 
 

 
HOSPITALIZED 

Please contact the church office or 
Travis Remme if you know a member 
has been admitted to the 

hospital. With the new privacy laws 
being strictly enforced there are many 
times we are unaware of 

hospitalizations.  We would rather get 
ten calls than none at all. Thank you.  

Prayer concerns can be called into the 
office (472-2324) or emailed to the office at 
rockrapidsumc@premieronline.net or to Travis Remme at 

tremme2@gmail.com and they will be sent out. 
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 Praise God~ 
☺ Hadley Berg celebrating her birthday 

☺ Thanks to everyone who contributed to Hayes Sandbulte  

          Family ($800) 

☺ Praise God!  Kory Kock is home! 

☺ Volunteers at VBS 

☺ Salad Luncheon 

☺ Bonnie Wilson would like to thank everyone for their support 

     of prayers, kind words and gifts during her treatment for  

Multiple Myeloma.  This is a wonderful congregation. 

☺ Elizabeth Nickerson’s surgery went well, she’s doing great.   

Praying for great test results. 

☺ Beautiful day 

☺ Ben Docker’s Birthday 

☺ Barb & Carrie Fegan here and traveling mercies 

☺ Kirk Landman- open heart surgery last Sunday- discharged  

on Friday 

 

 
 



Prayers~ 
 Dax      Family of Henry Boeve 

 Freda Kammarmeyer   Bonnie Wilson 

 Judi Sieperda    Family divided 

 Kent Kluver     9 year old boy at Sanford 

 Myra Wolter    Kory Kock 

 Jennifer Miller    Hayes Sandbulte 

 Dennis Patton    Jim & Char DeGooyer 

 Sophia Johnson    Carol Ver Hoef 

 Ukraine     Marlys Brown 

 Hazel Berg     Liz Stubbe 

 Elizabeth Nickerson   Linda Herda 

July-September  

Birthdays And Anniversaries 

 
JULY 

02~ Billie Sieperda 

04~ Helen Boeve 

05~ Heather Stubbe, Daniel Berg, Laurie Herman 

06~ Rebecca Metzger, Dan Vander Zee 

07~ Marie McCormack, Clint & Emily Koehn, Larry Kracht 

08~ Lance & Jill Schlumbohm 

09~ Rita Rice, Edward Sindt, Jay & Jamie Kelly 

11~ Quinnline Engleman, Jamie Kelly 



12~ Kurt Huisman 

13~ Dusty & Krista Bullerman, Dorothy Rockhill, Raylynn Van Berkum 

16~ Marceia Techen, Alexis Selken 

17~ Jodi DeGooyer 

21~ Holly Spitler 

22~ Jason Engleman 

23~ Deborah Molitor, Shirley Harms, Dave & Char Krahling 

24~ Carmen Stratton 

25~ Steve Sieperda 

27~ Becky Rydell 

28~ Randy & Kim Waagmeester, Brody Docker 

30~ Elaine Birkey 

31~ Tom & Colleen Wall 

 

August 

01~ Gable Sieperda 

02~ Toby & Jill Lorenzen 

03~ Jim & Becky Rydell, Rylan Maxwell, Ben Sides 

04~ Dave & Marilee Schleusner, Rhonda Menning 

05~ Dale Hasche, Steve & Laurie Herman 

06~ Jacob Kumba 

09~ Abbie  Gacke 

10~ Greg & Liz Stubbe 

11~ Jim & Lila Kennedy 

12~ Scott & Sheila Maxwell 

13~ Wyatt Stubbe, Jeremy & Krista Sprock, Maggie Sides 

14~ Avery Littlefield, Gwen Vander Zee 

15~ Corey Heimensen, Jacob Steenblock, Dan & Jami Vander Zee 

16~ Thaddeus Engleman, Sam Halse 

17~ Jamie Lorenzen 

18~ John Vander Zee 

19~ Ed Brown, Dave Schleusner 

20~ Veronica Stubbe, John & Chris Vander Zee 

21~ Jay Kelly, Larry & Mary Holland 



22~ Jill Lorenzen, Debbie Selken 

25~ Tom Wall, Wyatt & Heather Stubbe 

28~ Kiaha Borman 

30~ Vicki Kiel, Doug & Michele Baade 

31~ Linda McCormack, Dylan Sprock 

 

September 

03~ Kylee Kelly 

04~ Michele Baade 

06~ Lainn & Rhonda Menning 

07~ Mimi Drenth, Estyiella Hamilton, Barb Fegan 

09~ Mikayla Miller 

11~ ElDon Maxwell 

12~ Phil & Carole Priest 

17~ Carrie Wall 

18~ Jerry Stratton 

20~ Susan Hasche, Stacey McIntire 

22~ Doug Baade, Hannah Sieperda, Jaylynn Stubbe 

25~ Clint Koehn 

26~ Josh Rockhill, Mae Smid 

27~ Mary Fields 

28~ Ron Rice, Diane Sieperda, ElDon & Mary Maxwell, Tallon Koehn 

 
*We apologize for any omissions or incorrect information. Please 
contact the office with the correct/missing information. Thank 

you! 



 
A great BIG Thank You to all those that 
helped for June’s Meal Ministry.  You are 
the hands and feet of Jesus 
 
God Bless, 
Rhonda and Kathy 
 
 
 
 

 
2021/2022 Sunday School year was a 

success 
 

 
 
 



 

At VBS we learned that we were created with 
a purpose. Each of us was created to glorify 
the Lord through the good works He has 
prepared for each of us to do. Our main 
mission is to spread the gospel to the ends of 
the earth. 
 
We have some great news of an error 
announced at the VBS program.  We thought 

we raised enough money for 295 meals in Ukraine.  A meal does not cost 
$5.68.  Rather, the cost of $5.68 feeds a child in Ukraine three times a day!  

The VBS children raised enough to purchase 885 meals for children in 
Ukraine.  As Susan VW told us in her children’s sermon, each meal is an 
opportunity not only to physically feed Ukrainians, but each meal is an 
opportunity to share the gospel.   
 
Thank you to all who supported VBS in any way - through serving, praying, 
or whatever it was. You ALL made VBS successful. 
 

 
 



Be the Light Campaign is a campaign to complete the 
lighting within the church. A few years ago, we 

updated the lighting in the Narthex and Sanctuary. 
Just recently the lighting was updated in the Pastor’s 

Office and the Secretary’s Office. As many have noticed 
our Fellowship Hall and Sunday School wing are in 
dire need of updated lighting. The Trustees have some 

funds set aside for this project, but not enough to do 
the whole project. The Campaign is to raise $7,200.00 to update the 
lighting in the Fellowship Hall, the Sunday School Wing, as well as 

the basement hall, choir room, nursery, and quilters room. Paper 
light bulbs have been placed in the Narthex. Each light bulb 

represents a $50 donation to this project. We ask that you take a 
light bulb when you are donating to this project. Put your name on 
the light bulb and place it with your donation in the offering plate on 

Sunday or drop off your donation at the Church Office. If you are 
mailing the donation, we will make sure that our financial secretaries 

put your name on a light bulb. There are 144 light bulbs available for 
purchase, let's work together and BE THE LIGHT!  
************************************************************************************ 
 

Iowa Annual Conference Report – 
Heather Heimensen 

 

Pastor Travis and I attended the Iowa 
Annual Conference this past weekend in 

Des Moines. I in this article there are 
brief highlights or take aways from the conference. 
80% of the United Methodist Churches in Iowa paid their 

apportionments in full this past year, we were one of those churches. 
Thank you everyone for your faithful giving! Now you are probably 
wondering where the apportionments go to that we pay. Out of every 

dollar that is given in apportionments, 72 cents goes to program 
service expenses and 28 cents goes to general and administrative 

expenses. A brief example of a program service that members of our 
church have benefited from would be the Higher Education 
Scholarship fund. Zed Heimensen received scholarships from the 

UMC while he attended Morningside University and Grace Heimensen 
is a recipient of a scholarship for this coming school year.  



 
The conference has a reserve of $5.6 million. This reserve will be used 

in case apportionments are negatively impacted to help take care of 
the cash flow. When I learned of this, it got me to thinking of our local 

church and if we have a 6-month cash reserve. This is something that 
I will bring up to the Finance Team and if we don’t that is something 
that we can strive to have in the near future. 

 
Apportionments are figured from 10% of the local church budget and 
have been reduced in the past couple of years from 14.8million to 8.3 

million. There has been a reduction of staff at headquarters of 34%, 
which has helped in the reduction of apportionments for local 

churches. Our yearly apportionment is currently $16,436. 
 
Lastly, Pastor Travis will start receiving health coverage and benefits. 

The good news from the annual conference is that the health 
insurance rate is not increasing for 2023. As a church, we need to be 

reminded that our expenses will be going up with Pastor being fully 
licensed.  
 

If you have any questions regarding the Iowa Annual Conference, 
please speak to Pastor or me. Thank you. 
******************************************************************** 

First Impressions Matter 

The SPRC Committee is proud to announce that Pastor Travis and 
Amber will be trading offices so that we can better accommodate the 

needs of the people walking into our building.  By moving Amber to 
the "front office" she will be the first person to greet people in the 
building and she will be able to address questions, scheduling 

requests, and so forth.  By having the second office down the hallway, 
this will give greater privacy to Pastor Travis for any of his meetings, 
conversations, and phone calls with church members, families, 

guests, etc.  We are also purchasing new desks for these offices as we 
are proud of our church and we want things to look professional so 

that we can give a great first impression to anyone that walks 
through our doors.    
Corey Heimensen, on behalf of the SPRC Committee 

 
 



 
SAVE THE DATE – “THEN FEED JUST ONE”  Event 

3rd Ave Youth and Missions Team are excited to host 
an upcoming All-Congregation Mission Event – All ages welcome 

Wednesday Sept. 14th 
6:30-8 pm Fellowship Hall 

$30/participant to pay for food supplies 
The Feed Just One is a mission group from LeMars, with a mobile 

food packaging program that packages life-saving nutritious meals for 
starving children and their families in Honduras. Mother Teresa once 

said, “If you cannot feed a hundred people, then feed just one.” 
Their goal is simple: to help alleviate hunger and malnutrition in one 
of the poorest countries. The packaged food is used as a base from 

which the hungry and malnourished can help escape the dire 
consequences of their daily lives. In cooperation with various 

organizations in Honduras, this food is distributed to the neediest in 
orphanages, malnutrition centers, hospitals, and throughout the 
general population. Help us accomplish this task by helping fund or 

participating in this fun packing event. 

*************************************************************** 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

 THE 10TH ANNUAL RRUMC TRACTOR RIDE 
SEPTEMBER 17TH, 2022 

MORE DETAILS TO COME 



The Quilter's would like to Thank everyone who supported us at the annual salad 

luncheon where we had our crafts and quilts for sale. We sold a lot and now we have 

the funds and FUN to continue making more crafts and quilts and donate to others. 

THANK YOU! 

 
Pictured are Cindy, Evelyn, Shirley, Helen 

Not pictured are Hazel, Mary, Nancy, Rita, and our newest quilter to be is Betty~ she 

is in training to learning to sew on a sewing machine. 

Again, we all THANK everyone for the support!! 

 

 
 

 



35th Annual United Methodist 
Luncheon 

 

The Luncheon was a success. According to our 

disposable plate & plasticware count we estimate we 

served 128 people. We collected $2406 which was an 

increase of $210 over last year. Good news is that we 

raised enough to cover the UMW pledge and various 

missions. 

The Luncheon has gone through 

various changes though the years: whether it be 

location, people on committee, or price per person. 

As you can imagine in 35 years there have been 

many hurdles as well: more women in the work 

force, more people 

working out of town, 

recovering after a flood, 

recovering after COVID 

pandemic, or competing with the Friday AM 

waffle feed. Even though the number of people 

we served through the years has shown a 

decline, we still stick together and make it 

happen.  

This year we tried something a little different by adding sandwiches to 

the menu; we heard nothing but compliments about this addition and we 

expect this change to be a benefit in the long run. By the way, Chicken 

Salad Sandwiches were a HIT (thanks Nancy for your suggestion-it paid 

off!)  
 

 



Even though we are trying new things, 

somethings will 

NEVER change; 

Marceia had the 

privilege of having a 

front row seat on 

how the entire 

operation was 

managed. “I must 

say the Luncheon operates like a well-oiled 

machine! The individuals that offer their time, know what needs to be 

done and they just get it done! I was so impressed on how well the 

luncheon came together!” Some of the organization is in part due to the 

efforts Vicki Slack implemented in her 13 years of being the Luncheon 

chair.  

This year Nancy DeJongh along with her prior duties took the baton and 

ran with it! Nancy was all in from figuring out our sandwich ratios (meat 

to bun) to doing the calling, shopping, and organizing. Nancy has 

announced her desire to retire from the luncheon committee but will 

support us moving forward. Nancy with her many years on the 

committee and her knowledge of how it all works will be missed!  

Nancy added, “I wish Bobbie and Marceia a great future as they continue 

the Luncheon tradition. Thank you!” 

Thanks again to all who took part in the Luncheon!!! See you all back in 

2023 

~Bobbie & Marceia 

 
 
 

 
 


